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What do you want to be when you grow up? 



 

Woodbury United Methodist Church 
November 20, 2022 

Christ the King Sunday 

Stewardship Sunday / Intergenerational Worship  

 
*Please stand as you are able. 

 

 

At 10:45, the worship team will gather at the front of the sanctuary for a brief 

prayer. Any who would like to come forward and participate are welcome. 
 

WE COME TOGETHER IN PRAISE 
 

PRELUDE     Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord   w. congregational percussion 

                                                                            

*OPENING MUSIC    This is the Day 

The Butterfly Song 

   

*OPENING PRAYER (unison)   

Lord, we give thanks that Zechariah believed the ancient messages of 

the prophets, and that he recognized God’s path to life was through the 

way of peace and justice; mercy and forgiveness. We give you thanks 

that the darkness of fear, superstition and isolation has been overcome 

through the holiness and righteousness of our God, and that nothing in 

this life can ever defeat it. as we follow God’s light-revealing path to 

God’s fullness of life. Amen. 

 

THE LORDS PRAYER (unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom 

come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. 

Amen. 

 

WE LISTEN FOR THE WORD OF GOD 
 

SCRIPTURE READING                                                  

Gospel Reading: Luke 1:68-79 

 



*HYMN OF PREPARATION   I Sing A Song of the Saints of God    UMH #712 

 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT 

 

SERMON      What Do You Want to be When You Grow Up? Rev. Cobb 

 

WE RESPOND IN FAITH 
 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

The Spirit of God works through us, speaking hope through our words. The 

mercy of Christ works within us, healing neighbors through our actions in 

Christ’s name. Now let us freely give of our time, treasure, and talent for the 

work of God’s church in the world. 

 

THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS  

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM   Give Thanks 

 

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE            UMH #95  

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

Giving God, all we are and all we have come from you, and we serve you 

in holiness and righteousness. We offer ourselves; we offer all that you have 

provided us. May it be used to bring your light to those who dwell in 

darkness. Prepare us and complete us, Lord. Amen. 

 

WE SEEK GOD’S PRESENCE IN PRAYER 
 

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS  

 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

 

WE GO FORTH IN JOY 

 

BENEDICTION 

Blessed be the God of Israel, who comes to set us free! 

Blessed be the God of Israel, who shows unfailing love and mercy toward 

us!  

Blessed be the God of Israel, whose light breaks into our darkness, and 

illuminates the path of peace before us. Go from here in the light and love of 

God. Amen. 

 

*CLOSING HYMN         Day By Day 



 
During the closing hymn, you are invited to come forward and place your 

stewardship card in the basket at the front of the sanctuary. If you were given a 

percussion instrument, please bring it forward to return at this time. 
 

After this, please exit the sanctuary and proceed downstairs for a time of 
fellowship, with lunch and table conversations exploring the themes of our 

morning worship. 

 

POSTLUDE                    

 
 

Visitors are warmly welcomed!   

Thanks to all those making special contributions to our worship service today; 

Pastor Michael, Liturgist; Meg Temple and Carol Quinby, Greeters and Ushers 

Woodbury United Methodist Church 

We are a welcoming Christian fellowship who celebrate and share God’s love with 

everyone. We seek a closer relationship with Jesus Christ.  Inspired by His example, 

we strive to be God’s hands in this world.  Empowered by God’s word, we proclaim 

the Gospel and serve through worship, study, mission, and community support. 

 

Rev. J. Michael Cobb, Pastor 

 Pastor’s e-mail:  pastormichael@woodburyumc.net 

 

Meg Temple, Lay Leader 

Chris Shay, Director of Music 

Matti Paparazzo, Administrative Assistant 

 

4 Church Street, Woodbury, CT, 06798 

203-263-4775   www.woodburyumc.net 

Church e-mail:  wumc@woodburyumc.net 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

Tuesday, November 22nd 

Community Thanksgiving, 7 pm @ Sacred Heart Church 

 

Sunday, November 27th 

1st Sunday of Advent 

 

Saturday, December 3rd 

Christmas Café, 11:30-2pm @ WUMC 

mailto:wumc@woodburyumc.net


The Prayer Corner 
In prayer, prayers for Judy and the family for comfort and peace as they grieve Bill's 

passing; persons who are struggling with the challenges of aging and diminished health; 

continued prayers for Bob and Martha as they adjust to Martha’s health challenges; 

Continued prayers for Erv Story, that he will feel Gods love and comfort during this time. 

Continued prayers for Rob Bronson who is at the Lutheran Home for rehabilitation; prayers 

of strength and healing for Anders, uncle of Diane Hibbard; prayers for Aurelia (Watertown 

congregant); prayers for any church family who may be homebound. 
  

 

The floral chart is back in the Narthex for your convenience if 

you would like to select a date for flowers throughout the year. 

Flowers are $30. 
 

Financial Health of the Church 

By Mark Davis, Finance Chair 
 
Over the last four years, Woodbury UMC has experienced major financial challenges, 

including reduced giving across the board, from declining membership, resulting in a 

deficit that has worsened for years. And yet, that doesn’t even begin to tell the story 

of our current reality. 

We have much to celebrate regarding Woodbury UMC’s Financial Health. Faced 

with these big financial challenges, WUMC leadership spent the year focused on 

prudently cutting expenses, paying off our last remaining mortgage, and making 

investments in our capital assets. The focus was on being careful stewards of our 

resources, making hard decisions now to better position ourselves for 2023 and 

beyond.  

Despite real challenges, our (non-mortgage) expenses going into 2023 are projected 

to be at least $20,000 lower than each of the last three years! We paid off our 

mortgage, which was $60,000 less than a year ago, eliminating $8,234 in annual 

mortgage payments! We made a very significant investment in 6 Church St, allowing 

it to generate $18,000 in net income next year. As the result of a successful Capital 

Campaign and a very generous recent bequest, we managed to accomplish all of this 

while projecting total liquid assets at the end of the year will be greater than at the 

beginning of the year. All of this put WUMC total assets within 5% of the 2018 year-

end total.   

After accomplishing so much, how do things look for 2023? With just a 10% increase 

in giving in 2023 (whether pledged or non-pledged), we can balance our budget for 

the first time in years!  

In the face of adversity, God has provided through the generosity of our dedicated 

members and unforeseen bequests. Woodbury UMC’s financial health is better than 

it has been in years, allowing us to renew our focus on our mission! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Volunteers In Mission 

Ecuador 2023 

 

 

 
When: June 6 – June 14, 2023 

Where: Fly into Quito, stay in Otavalo. 

What: Support missionary Sara Flores and churches in Ecuador 

            through labor projects, Vacation Bible School and  

      children’s programs, assist at health clinics. 

How Much: Estimated cost per person is $1,900. This includes air 

                     fare and travel fees, room and board in Ecuador,  

                     ground transportation in Ecuador, fee for translators, 

                     program support in Ecuador. 

                     (A general fundraising goal of $5,000 has been set  

                      Which could reduce the per person cost to approx.. 

                      $1,500.) 

 

For more information or to express your interest in being a member 

of this V.I.M. Team please contact: 

 

Keith Weston, team leader at: bigdub56@gmail.com 

Paul Hibbard, asst. team leader at: paulgyl@aol.com 

Woodbury UMC at: wumc@woodburyumc.net  

 

If you are at all interested we would like to hear from you by 

December 1, 2022. 
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