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Do you believe that God has a plan for your life? 

Do you believe that God has a plan for our congregation? 

 

One thing on my mind lately are the people who think that God doesn’t have 

a plan for them, that they fall outside of God’s plan, or even God’s love.  

 

Would we say that to anyone? Of course not. I hope not. But not hurting 

people is only half the equation. The other half is what in Jewish tradition is called 

Tikkun Olam, which I usually hear translated as Healing the World. In Jewish 

teachings, this includes any activity that improves the world, bringing it closer to 

the harmonious state for which it was created. Not only that, but Tikkun Olam 

implies that while the world is innately good, its Creator purposely left room for us 

to improve upon His work. All human activities are opportunities to fulfill this 

mission, and every human being can be involved in Tikkun Olam—child or adult 

or student, artist or caregiver or activist or just another one of us struggling to keep 

afloat.  

 

NOW do you believe that God has a plan for you, or for this congregation?  

 

Today is this year’s stewardship Sunday, where we ask you to fill out the 

form in your bulletin and turn it in so we have a better sense of the resources 
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available to plan the next year. Over the past month I have been joined by several 

congregants who agree that your stewardship goes beyond your financial giving 

and into your prayers for the church, your presence in worship, in the lives of 

others, and even being more fully present to yourself. Your service to others, both 

in the church and wherever you are needed. And your witness, as you bring your 

Christian identity out of the church and into everything you do and everything you 

are in the world. 

 

Your estimate of giving form is in your bulletin, and you should each have a 

pen. I hope you have been giving all of this some thought and can turn it in at the 

end of the service so we can plan just how we are going to do everything we can to 

live our vision for how to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of 

the world. That includes financial giving for sure, the intent being that each of us is 

investing in what our congregation has been uniquely gifted to do, as reflected in 

how God has given spiritual gifts to its members to equip them for this work. 

 

Prayers, presence, service and witness are on the form because that’s how 

we see God giving us the spiritual gifts needed to transform the world. They come 

through every one of you and no other way. Each of you has a piece of that.  

Your financial giving is what lets us amplify all of it as well as we are able. 

 

How do you want to see your church transform the world? And what part of that 

can you offer? 

 

For me, I dream of us reaching everyone who has ever been told that their 

lives do not matter, and telling them that they have been misinformed. That God 

has a plan for their life, and that every one of them matters.  
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I dream of us reaching everyone that can’t believe that, or that actively fights 

against it, and telling them of how Jesus spent so much time with the discarded and 

the enemy and the foreigner. That we have to believe that the discarded and the 

enemy and the foreigner are our sister and our brother. 

 

I dream of telling every spiritual but not religious person that they are right 

to be skeptical of what they have experienced of religion, and that Methodism 

insists they incorporate their reason and experience into whatever we tell them, and 

that blind belief goes against our understanding of the gospel. 

 

By the way, for those who cringe at the idea of witnessing, I just gave you my 

witness. See? Not too bad. 

 

We prayed earlier, so I know you do that too. There’s a listing of our new 

lay leaders in your bulletin, including committees, plus less formal groupings of 

people that give their service for the church, some of these directly for the church, 

others using the church as a pass-through to reach others. Please keep them in your 

prayers, as specifically as you can. If you aren’t sure where to start, consider a 

prayer of thanks for them taking on the job, and a prayer of strength and 

encouragement to each of them, because things can get discouraging. 

 

Our committees would be glad to have you serve, but if you hesitate then 

please consider checking off how you might serve on an occasional basis. At 

Watertown, when we needed people to help with Operation Christmas Child, or the 

rummage sale? That’s what I mean. At Woodbury, when we needed help with the 

pasta supper? That’s what I mean. As Helping Hands grows, as we find ways to do 
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more children’s activities, as we launch a future terrific ministry that no one has 

thought up yet — can we get in touch and see if you agree that something would be 

a good fit? Please put it on the form — you aren’t committing yourself to anything 

other than not being annoyed if someone follows up with you at some point. 

 

I f you can’t because you are too busy with Scouts, or dance, or sports, or the 

food pantry? Do you think those count to God? I sure do. We need you here for the 

things we do together, but that doesn’t need to take the place of where you have 

already determined that your service is put to worthwhile use. 

 

Have you ever just sat with someone, no words needed, whether in grief, or 

anticipation, or expectation, or any other thing — that is stewardship of presence. 

Just showing up for someone, just being there is one powerful way to be part of 

one dream for the church. Let us be the ones who will give our time just to be with 

people we know, people we don’t know, people who need to talk, people who need 

the silence. If you’ve been fortunate enough to have someone sit with you when 

you really needed it, then you know that it isn’t about a particular skill, or about 

being clever with words. Just being present creates a holy space. 

 

Money is important, but if we were all in on prayers, and presence, and service, 

and witness, I really believe we wouldn’t need to emphasize it as much. 

 

Much of what I want to tell you about financial giving is in your bulletin, 

and it explains what I mean by this. During the past year, some truly amazing 

things have happened here, and I believe they are because of the prayers and 

service of the leaders who were an active presence in totally reshaping our 

financial reality. 
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During a time when our membership and giving both dropped, we were 

careful stewards of what God had already given us. We cut expenses that hasn’t 

been reconsidered in a long time, we invested in our own capacity, and were 

intentional about getting in a place to do more future ministry by taking action 

now. We have had some unanticipated bequests come as well, and that combined 

with our good stewardship and hard work made a dramatic change to our financial 

situation. 

 

Last year’s capital campaign was able to get the full match available and in 

doing so were able to fully pay off our last mortgage! We invested money and 

time and paint and time in our 6 Church Street parsonage, and now have 2 income-

producing rental properties!  

 

For perspective, one year ago we had a $60k mortgage and a budget 

deficit that was worse than the deficit from the year before. Now, despite the 

pandemic, despite all the challenges we’ve had, we now have fully paid off that 

mortgage. We have eliminated more than $8k in mortgage payments! We have 

two rental properties generating income, with 6 Church Street alone expected to 

generate 18K of income for us in the coming year! And all of this activity, 

including the bequest, has brought us very close to where we were at the end of 

2018, when we looked very different. 

 

Remember I said we had years of deficit budgets? With just a 10% increase 

in giving, we can balance our budget for the first time in years! A few more pasta 

dinners would need to be part of that too — and those not only bring in some 

money, they reconnect us with neighbors and friends. That is part of my dream too 
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— that the church is a community hub, a point of connection for our friends and 

neighbors. And we are already working to make that happen. 

 

At the end of today’s worship service, you will be asked to exit through the 

front door, downstairs for lunch and conversation. On the way, please put your 

stewardship form in the basket — you have two. Keep one, as a reminder of what 

you put in, and to help you think about your stewardship in the coming weeks and 

months. If you really don’t know what do to, then take it home with you and bring 

it back another week — before the end of the year, please. 

 

You invest because you want to be part of a dream of a transformed world, and a 

church working in the name of Jesus to reach people with good news. With the 

help of God, may it be so, Amen. 


